BOOK REVIEWS ing upon an intravenous regime both renal and pulmonary systems should be considered.
Obstetric Anaesthesia and Analgesia. By Donald D. Moir. Bailliere Tindall-London, £8,240 X 160 mm. Pp. 298. This publication provides the reader with a comprehensive and logical explanation of the processes and advances in Obstetrical Anaesthesia and Analgesia over the past decade. The only criticism one could offer would be that the presentation is somewhat monotonous and illustrations, although simple and self explanatory, are fairly infrequent.
Following a brief but comprehensive historical introduction, Moir discusses the Physiology of Pregnancy and points out that many of our previously held concepts may have to be revised in the light of our present understanding of the changes incurred by Supine Hypotension. Throughout the text this syndrome is given the prominence it now surely deserves.
The relief of pain in labour is given great attention by the Author. All aspects of Systemic and Inhalational Analgesia are discussed in detail. Regional Anaesthesia is described in depth and although somewhat repetitive is excellent in content. The anatomical considerations are clear and concise with simple clinical diagrams. The physiological sequelae of regional analgesia on both mother and child are discussed with repeated reference to the dangers of supine Hypotension. The various techniques and clinical management of regional anaesthesia is also widely discussed.
The approach to General Anaesthesia in Obstetrics is firm on basic principles from the beginning. The case for antacid therapy is presented logically and the dangers of acid aspiration stressed. The modern management of Caesarian Section and the avoidance of awareness are adequately discussed.
The remainder of the book is devoted to the management of complications such as Pre-Eclamptic Toxaemia and Mendelsons Syndrome, and concludes with a simple but practical review of Neonatal resuscitation.
In essence, a book full of logical and practical information if somewhat repetitive and verbose. Excellent reading for all who undertake Obstetrical Anaesthesia to a greater or lesser degree. It is divided into three sections, basic considerations, peri-operative management and selected clinical problems. While the book has some excellent chapters, particularly those on oxygen transport and physiological assessment of cardiac and respiratory function there is a tendency to concentrate on detailed measurement with little in the way of practical advice. The discussion of anaesthetic considerations in the aged and high risk patient is superficial in the extreme and the virtual absence of recommendations or discussions of fluid and electrolyte balance and resuscitation leave little in this book to commend it to the practising intensivist or anaesthetist.
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